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44.3%* 37.7% 53.1% 26.1% 
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*Indicates statistically significant difference from the US value at 
p<0.05. 
 

Paternal education level is also linked with child achievement but was unavailable for this report. 

The impact of maternal education level may be confounded by socioeconomic status. 

Higher parental education is correlated with better parenting skills, though the exact mechanism of the relationship is not well 
understood. Some contributing factors include increased executive functioning in the parents, increased social support seen in 
those who obtained higher education, increased wages and higher socioeconomic status, and/or the ability to access high-
quality health services and childcare (Desai, 1998). 

This metric is obtained from the birth record, showing the 
percent of births to a mother with an associate’s, bachelor’s, 
master’s, or doctorate degree. 

Percent of births to women with an associate's degree or 

higher. 
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